
After more than a year of intensive effort, in late

October the Maritime Exchange released the long-

awaited revision of the Maritime On-Line®

(MOL) system.  Funded in partnership between the

private sector and the States of New Jersey,

Delaware, and Pennsylvania, this last phase of the

project included a redesign of the TRACS system

to a web platform and integrated it with Ship Re-

porting and Notice of Arrival/Department (NOA/D

On-Line) applications.  

“In addition to changing the TRACS front end,”

said Exchange Vice President Lisa B. Himber, “we

also implemented significant enhancements to

TRACS as requested by system participants dur-

ing the initial design phase.”  TRACS, the com-

munity-based cargo manifesting system tied into

the Customs and Border Protection Automated

Manifest System (AMS), was originally designed

and implemented in 1989.  It has been upgraded

over the years as CBP requirements changed, and

to accommodate advancements in technology and

other factors, such as Y2K.  “But the basic func-

tionality in the current system is essentially the

same as it was 20 years ago,” Himber said.  “When

we first developed TRACS in 1988, the Exchange

brought the community together to provide input

on system design and functionality.  We did the

same thing at the outset of the current effort, and

everyone agreed that what was designed then still

works today.”

“I have now been working with the system for

two weeks and am extremely pleased with the

[new] format,” said Matt S. Mauren, Import Coor-

dinator for Independent Container Line.  He added

that new processes for functionality such as IT (im-

mediate transfer) in-bond filing, bill of lading

lookup, and menu trees, make the system easier to

navigate. 

In addition to bringing together the individual

components of MOL to a single platform, for the

first time in its history, other significant enhance-

ments to TRACS include allowing participating

companies to utilize a shipper/consignee database,

giving them greater control over their own account

management, and providing additional flexibility
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Corps Decides to Move Forward With

Channel Deepening 

After Delaware officials de-

nied the Army Corps of Engi-

neers permit to dredge the main

shipping channel last July, inter-

ested parties on both sides of the

debate anxiously awaited a re-

sponse from the Corps.  At that

time, the Maritime Exchange and

other project supporters were en-

couraged that Delaware did not

oppose the permit based on the

nature of the project itself.

“Rather,” said Exchange Presi-

dent Dennis Rochford, “we are

pleased to note that the state de-

nied the permit based on admin-

istrative matters, not on the

merits of the project.”

On October 23, Assistant Sec-

retary of the Army for Civil

Works Jo-Ellen Darcy an-

nounced that the Corps of Engi-

neers will commence work to

deepen the Delaware River main

shipping channel from 40 to 45

feet.  Under an existing base

dredging contract, it is antici-

pated the construction phase of

the deepening project will begin

by December 26 of this year.  Ac-

cording to Secretary Darcy, “as a

matter of comity and not as a

legal requirement, [and] to pro-

mote good intergovernmental re-

lations with Delaware, the Army

[Corps of Engineers] will con-

tinue working with the Depart-

ment of Natural Resources and

Environmental Control (DNREC)

with the goal of securing the

Delaware [Subaqueous Water

Quality] Permit within the next

nine months, prior to when addi-

tional work in Delaware waters

begins.”  Initial dredging of the

And We Have Liftoff ! ! !
Exchange Launches Next-Gen Maritime On-Line System

The effort to bring a Liquified Natural Gas Facil-

ity to the Delaware River gained new life when Hess

LNG, a partnership between Hess and Poten & Part-

ners, recently announced it had acquired the rights to

the Crown Landing site from BP.  Crown Landing is

in Logan Township, New Jersey, just north of the

Delaware Memorial Bridge.  

Hess LNG, a new division of the Hess Corp., and

Poten & Partners, a global broker and energy con-

sultant, acquired the 175-acre site for an undisclosed

sum.

BP had worked to develop the site for several

years, but last year announced it would discontinue

activities due to changes in the LNG Market.  

“There is no doubt that the Delaware River is ideal

for this kind of venture.  Many of us put in a lot of

time and energy into the BP project, and a great deal

of the leg work is already done. Clearly, the process

should be a more smooth one for Hess,“ said Mar-

itime Exchange Chairman John Reynolds.

If approved by state and federal agencies, Hess’

terminal would be the first liquefied natural gas ter-

minal in the Delaware Valley.

The original BP plan would store up to 450,000

cubic meters of LNG equivalent to 9.2 billion cubic

feet (Bcf) of gas, vaporize LNG into natural gas and

send it out through connecting pipelines at a baseload

rate of 1.2 Bcf, enough natural gas to supply the daily

needs of about five million homes.

The new owners will downsize and modify BP’s

plan, said Gordon Shearer, President of Hess LNG.

“It’s very early in the process.  This project has a life

of 30 to 50 years.  At this point we anticipate one ship

a week in the summer and two in the winter from a

variety of places, including Africa, the Middle East

and the Caribbean.  We envision permitting to take

two to three years, followed by a three-year con-

struction phase that would create 300 to 500 jobs,”

said Shearer.

Fully operational, the terminal could employ 60

to 100 permanent workers.  The Federal Energy Reg-

ulatory Commission approved the site for a liquefied

natural gas terminal in 2006.  The U.S. Coast Guard,

working with port stakeholders through an Area Mar-

itime Security Committee special sub-committee,

also verified that movement of the gas could be done

safely.

Information contained in this article is reprinted

with the permission of the Courier-Post.

Hess LNG Acquires

Crown Landing 

continued on page11

LNG site in Logan Township, New Jersey recently ac-

quired by Hess LNG & Poten & Partners.

Delaware and New Jersey Challenge Decision in Federal Court

On November 19, port leaders, union officials and labor came together in

support of the Delaware River Main Channel Deepening Project.   Over 500

International Longshoremen's Association (ILA) and Teamster members from

Pennsylvania, Delaware, and New Jersey were present at the rally held at

the Packer Avenue Marine Terminal in South Philadelphia.  (l-r) Exchange

President Dennis Rochford, Pilots’ Association President Capt. James Roche,

Captain Michael Linton, ILA Local 1566 President James Paylor, Philadel-

phia Regional Port Authority (PRPA) Executive Director James McDermott,

and former Pennsylvania State Representative and ILA member Thomas

Blackwell listen to PRPA Chairman John Estey. 



Given the
devastating im-

pact of the global re-
cession on our economy, it is abundantly clear that
we as a community must identify and support those
economic building blocks that will generate good
paying and sustainable jobs.  Directly related to the
long-term viability of our region is the need to deepen
the Delaware River main shipping channel from 40 to
45 feet in anticipation of the Panama Canal expan-
sion.    

As early as the 1930s, discussions about improv-
ing the Panama Canal as a trade route were already
underway.  Under consideration at that time were pro-
posals for new locks in order to ease congestion and
to allow larger ships to pass through without diffi-
culty.      

On October 22, 2006, the Panama Canal Author-
ity held a referendum for Panamanian citizens to vote
on the Canal expansion project.  The expansion was
approved by a wide margin, with support from about
78% of the electorate.  After the Canal’s expansion,
due to be completed approximately 2014 at a cost of
$5.3 billion, the Panama Canal will be able to handle
vessels of cargo capacity up to 13,000 TEUs, consid-
erably larger than its present capability of about 5,000
TEUs.  Cargo will be carried by Panamax or Post-
Panamax ships, terms that denote ships that cannot be
accommodated by the Panama Canal’s current capac-
ity, to include supertankers and larger, more modern
container ships.

The effect of the Panama Canal expansion on our
regional port community is clear.  The Delaware
River's antiquated current depth of 40 feet, much like
the present state of the Panama Canal, does not ac-
commodate most modern ships and places our re-
gional ports at a distinct and competitive
disadvantage.  Unless we deepen the main ship chan-
nel, Delaware River ports can expect to be the only
major port complex on the east coast restricted to 40

feet of water, and the only port unable to accept the in-
flux of ships expected to be diverted from west coast
ports to east coast ports due to the Canal’s expansion.

Further, it is important to note that it’s not only
modern cargo ships that will be of the Panamax and/or
Post-Panamax class – we must keep in mind Philadel-
phia’s designation as a Strategic Military Seaport, and
the fact that U.S. Navy supercarriers are of the Post-
Panamax class.  

A deeper channel will allow Delaware River ports
to effectively compete for these vessels, and the ex-
pansion of the Canal allows new cargoes to be
shipped directly to east coast ports in larger vessels.
The numbers speak for themselves:  larger vessels
bring more containers per call, increasing throughput
and increasing labor hours per call.  This directly
equates to more people with family-sustaining salaries
working.  In an era where economic constriction is the
norm, the opportunity for sustainment coupled with
growth cannot be overstated.
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Panama Canal Expansion Affects

Delaware River Ports



During a
five-month
period last

year, the Area Maritime Security
Committee (AMSC) sponsored and
oversaw the development of the first
overall plan to address a comprehen-
sive security strategy throughout Sec-
tor Delaware Bay.  The creation of
region-wide plan was a requirement
of the FY07 Supplemental Port Secu-
rity Grant Program.

Tetra Tech, Inc., a national engi-
neering and consulting firm, was
competitively selected to perform the
data gathering, analysis, review, and
recommendation process that resulted
in a Strategic Risk Management Plan
(SRMP) for the entire port, from the
mouth of the Delaware Bay to Tren-
ton’s U.S. 1 bridge.  Enterra Solu-
tions, LLC, a consulting and
technology firm with local roots, was
hired to provide Project Coordination
in support of Tetra Tech and the
AMSC during the development of the
SRMP. 

The project required extensive in-
terface and coordination with, and
input from, a broad cross-section of
the port community in Pennsylvania,
New Jersey and Delaware, across in-
dustries and public sector agencies.
The Plan, submitted by the AMSC to
the Federal Emergency Management
Agency, has received praise for its
completeness and for the collabora-
tive, regional approach it embodies.

The SRMP is posted in the secure
section of the Coast Guard’s Home-
port site (https://homeport.uscg.mil).
The plan contains extensive analysis

of the security and strategic posture of
the port and region, and compiles into
49 specific recommendations a series
of actions for improving the overall
security of the port.  These address a
wide range of topics, each of which,
if implemented, would benefit not just
a single facility or critical asset but
every maritime stakeholder.

The AMSC has been moving for-
ward to address and implement the
plan’s recommendations through a
number of avenues.  As follow-up to
the work performed last year, Tetra
Tech and Enterra Solutions were
awarded additional contracts to sup-
port implementation of SRMP recom-
mendations.  Specifically, Tetra Tech
is working with the AMSC, USCG,
and the port community to develop re-
sources in three areas.

w Electronic, updated versions of
maps showing critical features within
the Sector and a related searchable
geo-database of “resources available
for response to incidents,” both of
which support the Area Maritime Se-
curity Plan (AMSP) and FEMA’s Na-
tional Incident Management System’s
Incident Resource Inventory System
(NIMS-IRIS), for USCG use.  These
items have been completed and are
under final review by the AMSC.

w The development of a template
and tools for planning and use by the
private sector for Business Continuity
Planning, providing a set of guidelines
that are consistent with the SRMP.
For businesses that do not have conti-
nuity plans, or that have a need to re-
vise existing plans, the new tools
provide a resource that helps their

plans better align with national best
practices and with the AMSP. 

The guide to Business Continuity
Planning is currently being reviewed
by the AMSC, which expects to re-
lease the final document for use by the
port community by mid-December.  A
training session on Business Continu-
ity Planning will be provided to inter-
ested parties in early 2010.  More
information will be provided as is be-
comes available.

w Preparation of a set of guidelines
for private sector long-term recovery
planning, as a companion guide to the
USCG’s Recovery Plan, which is fo-
cused on the overall port functions
and governments entities involved in
recovery.  The Guidelines provide
specific items and lists of considera-
tions for developing and planning re-

covery operations for individual pri-
vate sector entities.  The final version
is expected to be posted to Homeport
in mid-December.

These activities are being per-
formed in support of others by the
AMSC subcommittees, the USCG,
Enterra Solutions and other port
stakeholders to further the implemen-
tation of the SRMP recommendations
and the overall security of our port.

Andrew Bertolazzi is a consultant

with Enterra Solutions, LLC.  En-

terra, which joined the Exchange

last year, focuses on helping public

and private sector clients transform

into resilient organizations that

proactively mitigate strategic risk,

further competitive advantage and

optimize enterprise performance

Contact abertolazzi@enterraso-

lutions.com for additional informa-

tion.
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Moving Ahead on Port Security

All Hazards Consortium Brings Private, Public Sectors

Together to Address Port Security
Until only very recently, there weren’t too many

members of the Delaware River maritime business
community who were familiar with the All Hazards
Consortium (AHC).  That all changed when AHC Ex-
ecutive Director Tom Moran visited Philadelphia in
September and spoke at the FEMA Region III Private
Sector Forum.  

“The AHC is a unique concept,” Moran said.  “It’s
a non-profit organization which is, in essence, owned
by nine states.”  The mission of the AHC is to help
create new resources and funding opportunities for
the states to support regional multi-state collaboration
efforts among all the stakeholders from government,
private sector, higher education and non-profit/vol-
unteer organizations.

Since it was formed in 2005, the AHC has spon-
sored a number of workshops designed to promote
collaboration.  Topics have included public safety
communications, catastrophic evacuation planning,
and critical infrastructure protection, and geographi-
cal information systems, and the events are guided
and designed by government to drive out common
state needs, requirements and recommendations.

Yet the approach changed for the AHC Port Secu-
rity Workshop, held on October 22-23.  “AHC recog-
nized that for this particular topic it would be critical
to ensure the private sector was included in the plan-

ning process,” said Exchange Vice President Lisa B.
Himber, who assisted AHC with program design.
“One of the challenges for state officials not directly
involved in maritime issues is to understand that both
the challenges and the end goals of public port au-
thorities may differ – in some cases fairly dramati-
cally – from those of private terminal operators,”
Himber said.

During the day and a half workshop, the states,
port owners/operators and federal partners discussed
a number of key topics including vision/planning,
governance structures, funding, economics, opera-
tions, security, technology, information sharing, part-
nerships, existing efforts and accomplishments.
Participating states included Delaware, Maryland,
New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Virginia, and
West Virginia.

The Delaware River maritime community was
well represented in the program.   Members of the
owner/operator panel included representatives from
the Port of Wilmington, Greenwich Terminals, and
Norfolk Southern.  PennPorts and New Jersey Office
of Homeland Security officials participated in the
State Agency Panel.  “We appreciated the opportunity
to explain our operations to state planning officials,
who are sometimes unaware of the unique challenges
ports face and how they differ from other sectors,”

said Patrick Hemphill, Security Manager for the Port
of Wilmington.  

“We recognize that many of the topics have been
covered through other venues, and our goal was ab-
solutely not to reinvent the wheel,” Moran said.  “Our
focus was to capture a multi-state snapshot of topics
key to the region’s ports, both coastal and in-land,
from several perspectives.  But what is most impor-
tant is not necessarily what happened in October but
what we do with the information we collected.”

The AHC will produce a report which will support
short- and long-term integrated planning between
states, the private sector and the federal government.
The intent is to capture cross-discipline, cross-sector,
cross-agency, and cross-state border discussions be-
tween many public and private stakeholders affected
by ports. 

Moran said that, “At the end of the day, the states
of the AHC seek to take the ideas discussed at the
workshop, and facilitate a collaboration process that
will turn the ideas into real projects and programs that
can be used to improve maritime security planning,
prevention, response and recovery operations.”

Visit http://www.ahcusa.org to learn more about the

organization, review its white papers, and learn

about upcoming events.

By:  Andrew Bertolazzi, Consultant
Enterra Solutions, LLC.

The navy destroyer USS WAYNE E. MEYER was commissioned on October 10 at a

ceremony held at Penn’s Landing in Philadelphia.  The Meyer is the 58th of the Ar-

leigh Burke-class navy destroyers and carries the 100th Aegis Combat System. The

ship will be able to conduct a variety of operations, from peacetime presence and

crisis management to sea control and power projection. The new destroyer honors

the retired Navy Rear Admiral who led the development of Aegis, the first fully inte-

grated combat system built to defend against air, surface and subsurface threats. 

New Navy Destroyer 

Commissioned in Philadelphia

Photo courtesy of Vanessa Bovee Photography
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Leo Holt Honored with

“Friend of Chile” Award 

The Chilean and American
Chamber of Commerce hosted its
12th Annual “Friend of Chile”
award luncheon on November 19 at
the Union League of Philadelphia.
This year’s award was presented to
Leo Holt, President of Holt Logis-
tics Corporation, as an outstanding
member of the regional business
community with a strong commit-
ment to fostering increased com-
mercial and trade relations between
the Republic of Chile and Greater
Philadelphia.  

With 2009 drawing to a close, it’s time to
consider renewing your Maritime Exchange
membership for 2010 in order to continue to
enjoy the full array of benefits and services
available to you.

As example, through our aggressive gov-

ernment affairs program and comprehensive

on-line suite of port information services, the

Exchange ensures that its members, in all

segments of international trade and marine

transportation industry, are kept informed of

key issues and thus can make informed de-

cisions and plan ahead appropriately, mini-

mizing negative economic impacts to the

extent possible.
Complementing our government affairs

and on-line services, the Exchange keeps
members and the port community informed
through various publications, available on-
line or in hard copy, to include Daily Clips
Summary, Federal Register Highlights, this
newsletter and our annual Port Directory.
Keep in mind that Exchange members enjoy
reduced advertising rates in all of our publi-
cations!

We also offer committee participation,
providing a forum for members to meet, en-
gage in discussion and idea exchange, and
most importantly, to provide direction to the
Exchange as to those issues of the greatest
importance to you that need to be re-
searched, resolved and/or addressed.

If you are currently a member of the Ex-
change, we thank you for your continued sup-
port.   Watch for the renewal reminder notice
you will soon receive in the mail.  

If you are not an Exchange member, con-
sider joining the premier advocate that
speaks on your behalf, and on behalf of all
segments of the maritime industry in our re-
gional port community.  Help us to ensure
that our industry’s point of view is effectively
represented on both local and national lev-
els.  Contact Beverly Ford at bford@mar-
itimedelriv.com or at 216.925.2615 ext. 206
to discuss the various levels of membership
participation, and to add your voice to the on-
going dialogue that helps us meet our mis-
sion to promote and protect maritime
commerce in this region.

A Friendly Reminder . . . 

on distribution of critical status messages, such as
“Do Not Load” or “Intensive Exam Required.” 

“The increased speed and flexibility really add
to the value of the program,” Mauren said.

The completion of this work also paves the way
for deployment of additional projects currently un-
derway at the Exchange.  Immediately after
launching the new system, the Exchange began
testing the new “10+2” programming, which al-

lows filers to comply with the CBP Importer Se-
curity Filing and Additional Carrier Requirements
rules promulgated earlier this year.

“The final tile to be laid into place is the inte-
gration of the MOL system with our Automatic
Identification System (AIS) display,” said Ex-
change IT Director Michael Fink.  That work
kicked off in early August and will combine the
local ship movement information available through
MOL with the real-time vessel position informa-
tion provided through AIS.  

Phase I of AIS/MOL integration project will de-

ploy shortly after the 10+2 work is complete, Fink
said.  “In the first phase, subscribers will have ac-
cess to the new AIS features, such as user-defined
geofences and automatic email alerts.  After the
first of the year, we’ll begin work on the second
phase, which will integrate the Ship Reporting,
TRACS and NOA/D information with the AIS dis-
play.”

The Exchange appreciates the support of its
state partners and the private sector business com-
munity.  For more information, visit www.mar-
itimedelriv.com or call 215-925-1524.

MOL Conversion Complete

continued from page 1

The Chilean and American Chamber of Commerce of Greater
Philadelphia  is a non-profit, apolitical membership organization cre-
ated to foster increased and improved commercial and trade relations
between the Republic of Chile and the Greater Philadelphia region.



On October 7, the Maritime Ex-
change hosted a visit by Captain Anil
Singh, Fleet Director of the Singapore
based Tanker Pacific Management.  In
the tanker world, Tanker Pacific is
known as a quite low profile group,
considering it is one of the world’s
largest ship owners.  The company
owns and manages its own tonnage
consisting of over 80 modern ships
having a total carrying capacity of
over 11 million tons.  Its tankers are
spread across a range of classes, in-
cluding VLCC’s, Suexmaxes, Afra-
maxes, Panamaxes and Product
Tankers, and the company transports
about 460 million barrels of crude and
petroleum products annually.

While at the Exchange, Captain
Singh and his General Agent, Bob
Bandos, President of GAC RUR, were
given a tour of the facilities, an AIS
demonstration and a briefing by Vice
President Lisa Himber and IT Director
Michael Fink.  “We were very excited
about Captain Singh’s visit,” Himber
said.  “It is a rare occasion when we
have the opportunity to discuss our op-
erations with those who benefit so di-
rectly by our activities.”

Additionally, Captain Singh also
managed to visit Board members

George Murphy of Sunoco and Cap-
tain Jim Roche, President of the Pilots’
Association.  It was an enjoyable day
for all of us and we look forward to fu-
ture visits.

When asked about meeting Captain
Singh, Captain Roche said “. . . he pro-
vided an honest straightforward as-
sessment of the tanker industry
reflecting today’s difficult economic
times.  He also echoed sentiments of
how his company would continue to
keep its standards at a premier level.
His visit was well received and appre-
ciated.“

Bob Bandos added “Tanker Pacific
is a global account for GAC, and we
act as agents for him in ports through-
out the world.  Captain Singh is well
respected throughout the tanker com-
munity and he is a long time customer
and friend.  Tanker Pacific is truly a
first class owner.“

Tanker Pacific maintains a global
presence across time zones with of-
fices in the Americas, Europe, Asia
and the Far East and a dedicated team
of professional staff, both ashore and
afloat. In addition to its core business
of oil transportation, the company also
operates a fleet of specialized storage
tankers through its affiliate Tanker Pa-
cific Offshore Terminals.

We wish Tanker Pacific well in this
difficult market, and the Maritime Ex-
change looks forward to hosting visits
by other owners whose ships come up
the Delaware River.
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Seen here (l-r) John Reynolds, Chairman, Maritime Exchange, Capt. Anil Singh, fleet di-

rector of Tanker Pacific, Lisa Himber, Vice President, Maritime Exchange, and Bob Ban-

dos, President of GAC-RUR, General Agents of Tanker Pacific.

Tanker Pacific Management Visits the Exchange



There are new rules that will likely
change the law applicable to interna-
tional cargo shipments by water to and
from the United States. These rules,
called the “Convention on the Interna-
tional Carriage of Goods Wholly or
Partly by Sea” – otherwise known as the
Rotterdam Rules – were prepared by the
United Nations Commission on Interna-
tional Commercial Law and were ap-
proved by the United Nations General
Assembly.  The Rotterdam Rules were
created to address the lack of uniformity
in the rules that govern international sea
carriage by establishing one worldwide
standard by which liability for damage
to or loss of ocean going shipments is to
be governed, rather than the multitude
of laws that are applied today such as the
Hague Rules, followed by 53 countries,
the Hague-Visby Rules followed by 54
countries and the Hamburg Rules fol-
lowed by 36 countries. There are even
seven nations without any known cargo
liability laws at all. 

The signing ceremony for the Rot-
terdam Rules was held in Rotterdam on
September 23, 2009, and on the same
day sixteen nations became signatories,
including the United States and other
important seafaring nations such as Nor-
way, Denmark, Greece and the Nether-
lands.  Presently, 21 member nations

have become signatories and the Rules
will become effective on October 22,
2010, one year after the twentieth nation
became a signatory.  It is anticipated that
the treaty will be submitted to the U.S.
Senate for ratification
in early 2010. 

Adoption of the
Rules by the United
States was supported
by groups such as the
United States Maritime
Law Association and
the National Industrial
Transportation League. 

Presently, the
United States Carriage
of Goods By Sea Act
(COGSA) applies to
common carriage of
cargo to and from the United States by
sea.  The Rotterdam Rules, in modify-
ing the current law, attempt to provide a
balance between shipping and carrying
interests, in some cases being more fa-
vorable to carrying interests than pres-
ent law and in other instances being
more favorable to cargo interests.  As-
suming ratification by the United States
Senate, the Rotterdam Rules will replace
COGSA. 

The scope of the Rotterdam Rules is
more expansive than COGSA.  While

COGSA only applies during the period
of time the cargo is on the ship (“tackle
to tackle”), the Rotterdam Rules will
apply from the time “a performing party
receives the goods for carriage and ends
when the goods are delivered.” 

A “performing party” could be a
stevedore, terminal operator, inland car-
rier, security service or other third party
that performs or undertakes to perform
any of the carrier’s obligations under a
contract of carriage.  This would include

those acting on its be-
half for the receipt, load-
ing, handling, stowage,
carriage, care, unloading
or delivery of the goods.
Thus, the Rotterdam
Rules will be applicable
during the entire period
of a “house to house”
shipment while COGSA
is applicable only during
the water transport por-
tion of the transporta-
tion.   

Also, while COGSA
generally applies to

common carriage pursuant to bills of
lading, the Rotterdam Rules will apply
to all “contracts of carriage” except for
charter parties or other contract for the
use of a ship or any space thereon.

Under the Rotterdam Rules, substan-
tive defenses and liability limits will be
given only to the carrier and a “maritime
performing party.”  An inland carrier is
not considered a “maritime performing
party” unless its services are performed
exclusively within a port area.  There-
fore, inland carriers and others located
outside the port area will not have the
benefit of the defenses and liability lim-
its under the Rules.  The liability of non-
maritime performing parties will be the
same as under present law.  For exam-
ple, inland carriers will continue to be
governed by the Carmack Amendment
and warehousemen by state warehouse
law. 

Some other points of note are:

w Under COGSA the carrier only has the
duty to exercise due diligence to make
the vessel seaworthy before and at the
commencement of the voyage while
under the Rotterdam Rules there is a
continuing obligation to keep the vessel
seaworthy throughout the voyage.

w The Rotterdam Rules eliminate the
Error in Navigation or Management de-
fense provided for in COGSA.

w Liability for delay is not expressly
covered by COGSA but under the Rot-
terdam Rules if delay causes loss of or
damage to the goods, damages can be
awarded, based on the value of the
goods.  The Rotterdam Rules does con-
tain an express limit on damages of two
and one half times the freight “for eco-
nomic loss due to delay.” 

w The Rotterdam Rules contain special
rules for Volume (Service) Contracts
which can diminish the shipper’s rights.

w Under COGSA the limitation on dam-
ages is USD $500 per package while
under the Rotterdam Rules it is in-
creased to approximately USD $1,300
per package or USD $4.50 per kilogram,
whichever is greater.  Under COGSA the
“package” will generally be that as is
listed on the bill of lading, and could be
considered the pallet, while under the
Rotterdam Rules the package will be
considered the smallest unit noted on the
bill of lading. 

w Under COGSA foreign jurisdiction
clauses are enforced while under the
Rotterdam Rules the cargo interests
have a broader choice of where to file
suit.

w Under COGSA a lawsuit must be filed
within one year of the cargo’s delivery
or it will be time barred.  Under the Rot-
terdam Rules the shipper has two years
to sue. 

There is likely to be some adjustment
period or uncertainty in the handling and
adjustment of claims until the interpre-
tation of the Rules is considered by the
Courts.  Carriers will need to become fa-
miliar with the potentially significant
impact of these new rules on their oper-
ations and potential liability, and ship-
pers must be aware of the circumstances
under which they are entitled to payment
of cargo loss or damage and the steps
they must take to protect their rights.  

Stephen J. Galati, Esquire is a part-

ner with the law firm of Mattioni, Ltd.

For additional information or discus-

sion please contact Mr. Galati at 215-

629-1600 or at sgalati@mattioni.com.

This article was initially published in the

July-August issue of Cold Facts Maga-

zine.  This updated version is printed

here with permission.  This article is for

informational purposes only and is not

intended to offer legal advice.
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Changing Tides:  New Rules on Liability for International Shipments by Water

Stephen J. Galati, Esq.



A Towing Vessel Bridging Program
(TVBP) has been initiated by the U.S.
Coast Guard to ensure that the towing
vessel industry is informed and pre-
pared to meet upcoming inspection re-
quirements to be finalized in a new
Subchapter M of the Code of Federal
Regulations, Title 46.  A successful im-
plementation of the TVBP can be ac-
complished by improving the quality
and increasing the number of Coast
Guard interactions with the towing ves-
sel industry, and by acclimating all in-
volved with the procedures, policy,
requirements and administration of ex-
isting and, as implementation draws
closer, the new Subchapter M regula-
tions.  During this period of transition,
the Coast Guard will conduct extensive
industry outreach, properly train our
people, and will examine every towing
vessel (UTV) that will be inspected
under the new regulations.

The TVBP includes industry out-
reach, education and qualification, con-
tinued industry initiated exams
(voluntary dockside exams), and the
transition to mandatory inspections re-
sulting in the issuance of a Towing Ves-
sel Certificate of Inspection. 

The program, which began on July
1, 2009, includes the addition of one
Chief Warrant Officer and some inter-
nal reorganization of existing Coast
Guard members to guide the local im-
plementation of the TVBP.  Our unit
will continue to focus on industry out-
reach and engage local operators and
towing vessel organizations within the
Sector Delaware Bay Area of Respon-
sibility. Training and education of Coast
Guard members is also a key factor in
this early phase of the program.  Coast
Guard examiners are required to train
alongside civilian mariners and opera-
tors as a part of their qualification

process.  The benefits of requiring our
members to train with the industry in-
clude building stronger professional
working relationships, obtaining deck
level experience of how the regulations
impact the industry and providing an
opportunity to submit feedback directly
to the National Program Manager at
Coast Guard Headquarters. 

Industry-initiated exams will con-
tinue until the new regulations become
effective. These consist of having a ves-
sel examined dockside in a non-adver-
sarial environment at a time and place
mutually agreeable for the Coast Guard
examiner and the operator.  If the vessel
is found to be in compliance with the
applicable regulations, a Towing Vessel
Exam decal will be issued.  If a vessel is
found not to be in compliance with
the regulations, time will be provided
to correct the deficiencies prior to is-
suance of a decal.  The new decals are
valid for three years. 

A second phase of the TVBP will
consist of identifying towing vessels
without Towing Vessel Examination
Decals and working to schedule and
conduct examinations to help bring
these operators into compliance as the
voluntary aspect of the program
comes to a conclusion.  Captain
Meredith Austin, Captain of the Port
and Commanding Officer of U.S.
Coast Guard Sector Delaware Bay
added “Hopefully we have the vast
majority, if not all, of our towing ves-
sel fleet passing dockside exams and
receiving their decals within the next
year.  By receiving their three-year
decals now, they will be a lower pri-
ority for boardings and enhanced in-
spection efforts when the new
regulations are published. At that
point, the Coast Guard will be focused
on issuance of Certificates of Inspec-
tion and Enforcement.” 

While the much anticipated Notice
of Proposed Rulemaking publication
date has not yet been released, the

Coast Guard and the maritime industry
are both expecting it in the near future.
Stakeholders, partners and customers
are encouraged to take full advantage of
the TVBP now and to participate in the
public comment period as soon as it
opens. 

Coast Guard Sector Delaware Bay
is fully committed to easing the transi-

tion for the towing vessel fleet from
uninspected to inspected vessels and to
create and maintain an open dialog with
our industry partners.  The local point
of contact for the TVBP at Sector
Delaware Bay is Chief Warrant Officer
Oscar Burns, and he can be reached at
oscar.c.burns@uscg.mil or 215-271-
4873. 
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CG To Assist Towing Industry with Transition Toward Certification

By: CG Sector Delaware Bay
Inspections Staff 

Dennis Latina, Vice President of

Delaware River Stevedores, Inc.,

passed away suddenly at home on Fri-

day, October 23, 2009, one day after

celebrating his 60th birthday with fam-

ily and friends. 

Dennis was born in Wilmington on

October 22, 1949.  He attended St.

Peter’s Elementary School and gradu-

ated from De La Warr High School in

New Castle.  Dennis also attended the

University of Delaware.  He was a well

known figure on the docks from Tioga

Terminal in Philadelphia to the Port of

Wilmington in a long and successful

career in the shipping industry.  Dennis was an officer in the Port of Wilm-

ington Maritime Society and had formed many friendships both profes-

sional and personal through his work.  Those friendships included crane

operators and longshoremen as well as shippers and international busi-

nessmen from across the world. 

Dennis was a member of St. Ann’s Parish and a longtime runner and

cyclist.  The greatest joys in Dennis’ life, however, were his relationships

with his wife and his four sons.  His happiest moments were time spent

at his children’s soccer games, beach vacations, backyard sports and

watching Eagles and Phillies games with his family. 

Dennis is survived by his loving wife of 12 years, Natasha Alekseyeva

Latina, and his sons Pasha 22, Sasha 8, Andre 5, and Nikolai 2. 

In Memoriam

Photo: U.S. Coast Guard files
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New DBRC President Appointed to

Executive Steering Committee
Richard M. Gaudiosi assumed the

position of President of the Delaware
Bay and River Cooperative, Inc.
(DBRC) on July 1, 2009.  In this new
capacity, he was recently appointed to
be the Oil Spill Removal Organization
(OSRO) representative on the Execu-
tive Steering Committee of the Area
Committee, which oversees the oil spill
prevention, preparedness and response
activities of the port.  DBRC is a non-
profit cooperative formed by industry in
1991 to respond to oil spills in the
Delaware River and Bay.  Mr. Gaudiosi
assumed the President’s position from
Gene Johnson, who retired from the po-
sition after 18 years. 

He is a retired U.S. Coast Guard
(USCG) officer with more than 30 years
experience in marine environmental re-
sponse, prevention, preparedness, and
diving and salvage.  He is a former
Commanding Officer of the USCG At-
lantic Strike Team and has been in-
volved in numerous significant oil and
hazardous material spills over the years,
including the Exxon Valdez.  He has
also managed several national environ-

mental response and preparedness pro-
grams for the USCG. 

Mr. Gaudiosi comes to DBRC from
Booz Allen Hamilton where he held the
position of Associate and managed the
Port Security Training and Exercise
Program (PortSTEP) and the Inter-
modal Security Training and Exercise
Program (I-STEP) for the Transporta-
tion Security Administration (TSA).  

Please join the Exchange in wel-
coming Rich back to our maritime com-
munity.

Richard M. Gaudiosi, President, Delaware

Bay and River Cooperative, Inc.



In September the Philadelphia
Regional Port Authority (PRPA) and
Holt Logistics Corp. announced for-
mal completion of the plan to wel-
come Mediterranean Shipping Co.
S.A of Geneva, Switzerland’s direct
container service, to the Port of
Philadelphia.  The new European
service will help support hundreds of
family-sustaining jobs in the region. 

At the Packer Avenue Marine Ter-
minal on November 1, the PRPA
commemorated the arrival of MSC

Natalia, the maiden call marking the
inception of the weekly container
service. The trade route includes the
ports of Bremerhaven, Felixstowe,
Antwerp, and Le Havre, as well as
expedited transshipment opportuni-
ties to the Baltic and Western
Mediterranean.

“The Port of Philadelphia contin-
ues to be a major economic engine
for the commonwealth, and we wel-
come this new service from Europe,”
said Governor Edward G. Rendell.
“Commitments from shipping giants
like MSC go a long way in helping
the entire Philadelphia region with-
stand the global economic downturn
and support existing jobs.”

MSC, the second-largest con-
tainer ship operator in the world,
committed to the new cargo in addi-
tion to the shipments that it already
brings to the Port of Philadelphia
from the west coast of South Amer-
ica. 

“This new service is great news
for our port and the entire region.
We are very excited about MSC’s de-
cision to expand its presence in
Philadelphia,” said Thomas J. Holt,
Jr., President of the company which
leases the Packer Avenue Marine
Terminal under a long-term agree-
ment with the PRPA. 

The agreement, which helped at-
tract the new service, was approved
by both the PRPA and the Common-
wealth earlier this month. MSC’s

Board of Directors formally ap-
proved the plan. 

“MSC is thriving in a tough econ-
omy, and this weekly service will
serve as a gateway to new shipments
through PRPA terminals as they con-
tinue to grow their business,” said
John H. Estey, PRPA Chairman.
“The efficient and hard working
team at the Packer Avenue Marine
Terminal helps to attract shippers,
and keep them. We are looking for-
ward to a long relationship with
MSC that will grow over the years.” 

MSC’s service arrival is particu-
larly vital during the global reces-
sion.  At the Philadelphia terminal,
total cargo was down through June
30 from 2 million tons to 1.7 million
tons, a decline of 15 percent.  The
port remains a backbone of both the
Philadelphia and regional economy.

In other PRPA News

In October, the Port of Philadel-
phia handled its second shipment of
important military cargo in 45 days,
again demonstrating the agility of its
two largest terminals, said Chairman
John H. Estey. “The cargo that ar-
rived in Philadelphia is heading back
from Iraq to the Pennsylvania Army
National Guard facilities at Fort In-
diantown Gap.”

The added benefit of using the
Port of Philadelphia for this latest
cargo is that the soldiers supervising
its movement, who have been de-
ployed overseas for over a year, can
remain close to their homes instead
of traveling to out-of-state locations
away from their families, Chairman
Estey said.

The first military shipment this
year, in September, supported de-
ployment needs of the 10th Moun-
tain Division, headquartered at Ft.
Drum New York, to Southwest Asia.

The two shipments are estimated
to contribute more than $2 million to
the region’s economy. 
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Philadelphia Welcomes 

Direct Container Cargo

from Europe
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Norfolk Southern Announces $11 Million Investment in

Philadelphia Navy Yard Intermodal Facility
Norfolk Southern and the Commonwealth of

Pennsylvania are investing $11 million in the rail-
road’s Philadelphia Navy Yard intermodal facil-
ity to expand track and parking capacity. The
expansion is part of Norfolk Southern’s multi-
state Crescent Corridor initiative to establish a
high-speed intermodal freight rail route between
the Gulf Coast and the Northeast. The proposed
investment – $6 million from Norfolk Southern
and $5 million from Pennsylvania – will create
the capacity to handle more than 72,000 contain-
ers and trailers annually.  Construction is sched-
uled to begin in mid-2010. 

“Because of its strategic location to South-
eastern Pennsylvania, South Jersey, and
Delaware, expansion of the Philadelphia Navy
Yard intermodal facility is critical to the success
of our Crescent Corridor,” said Wick Moorman,
Norfolk Southern’s chief executive officer. “We
commend Gov. Ed Rendell for his efforts to pro-
vide state funding for our intermodal terminal ini-
tiatives in the commonwealth.”  Wick also
particularly noted the efforts of Senators Robert
Casey (D-PA) and Arlen Specter (D-PA) and
Philadelphia Mayor Michael Nutter and their in-
terest and support in improving freight trans-
portation infrastructure in Philadelphia and the
Delaware Valley. 

“Rail freight is an important component of any
transportation infrastructure discussion,” Gover-
nor Edward G. Rendell said. “The Philadelphia
Navy Yard intermodal facility will serve Penn-
sylvania, New Jersey, and Delaware, creating

good jobs, generating revenue locally, and help-
ing reduce highway congestion.”

Altogether, nearly $2.5 billion in Crescent
Corridor projects have been identified, and based
on the public benefits of relief from highway con-
gestion, NS plans to implement the Crescent Cor-
ridor initiative through a series of public-private
partnerships. At completion, the Crescent Corri-
dor is projected to divert more than 1 million
truckloads of freight from the highways to the
rails annually, saving the U.S. more than 170 mil-
lion gallons of fuel per year. 

When the Crescent Corridor is fully opera-
tional, annual benefits to Pennsylvania are ex-
pected to include nearly 700,000 long-haul trucks
diverted to rail, almost 10 million gallons of fuel
saved, carbon dioxide reduction of 110,000 tons,
more than $44 million in traffic congestion sav-
ings, and avoidance of an estimated $8.5 million
in accident costs. Over the next 10 years 26,000
jobs in Pennsylvania are expected to be created or
enhanced by the Crescent Corridor. 

POWMS Presents Barbiarz Award

The Port of Wilmington Maritime Society (POWMS)
presented its 2009 Babiarz Award posthumously to Cap-
tain Harry H. Rowland and Arthur “Skinny” Wilson at a
ceremony during the 32nd Annual Dinner.  The award,
named after the former Wilmington mayor who was one
of the founding members of the Maritime Society in
1978, recognizes outstanding dedication to development
and progress in the maritime community. 

Shown left, Capt. Harry Rowland’s award was ac-
cepted by his wife, Thelma Rowland, and son, Capt.
Hick Rowland.  

At the same event Joan Lyons, Executive Director of
the Seamen’s Center of Wilmington presented its Sea-
farer’s Friend Award to Dole Fresh Fruit.

Photo courtesy of Kevin Mauer
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main channel will occur between
Claymont, Delaware and the C&D
Canal.  

In response, Delaware Attorney
General Joseph R. (Beau) Biden, III
filed suit in U.S. District Court for
Delaware on October 30 to reverse
Secretary Darcy’s decision by seeking
a preliminary injunction to halt dredg-
ing that could be initiated by the end
of the year.  Biden declared the deci-
sion “a direct challenge” to Delaware
and a violation of state and federal
law, and Governor Jack Markell pub-
licly stated his agreement with
Biden’s decision.  On November 2,
New Jersey’s AG took similar action.

Pennsylvania Governor Ed Ren-
dell hailed the Corps’ decision as a
benefit to the region from both eco-
nomic and environmental perspec-
tives. “I believe that ten years from
now there will be 10,000 to 20,000
new jobs at the port for longshore-
men, teamsters and the like,” Rendell
said, adding that “[Secretary Darcy’s
action] is a sound environmental de-
cision as well.”  As to the federal law-
suit, Rendell was hopeful a way could
be found to avoid the need for legal
action.   Senator Arlen Specter (D-
PA), an advocate for the project for
over 25 years, also expressed pleasure
over the Corps decision stating, “It’s a

giant jobs [generator] … the merits
are plain … and there are no environ-
mental downsides.”

Members of industry are baffled
by the Delaware and New Jersey re-
actions.  “The economic benefits of
the channel deepening project to the
Port of Wilmington and the entire tri-
state port complex are significant,”
Rochford said.  “These benefits posi-
tion our regional port to maintain and
enhance its competitive position
among east coast ports.  The Corps
made a good faith effort to advance
this critical project in a manner that
addresses both the economic necessity
of the project and those key issues
necessary to ensure the project moves
forward in an environmentally sound
way.”  While maritime organizations
such as the Exchange, the Philadel-
phia Regional Port Authority, and the
Port of Wilmington have weighed in
to support the project, its merits are at-
tracting the attention of the general
business community as well.  The
Delaware State and New Castle
County Chambers of Commerce re-
cently joined the chorus of voices to
support the deepening.

Rochford noted that the Corps’
willingness to continue to work with
DNREC with the goal of securing the
Delaware permit prior to when addi-
tional work in Delaware waters would
begin might provide the pathway to
identifying a compromise and avoid
the need for the federal lawsuit filed
by the State of Delaware.  

Battle over Five More

Feet Wages on

continued from page 1



The Beacon 12 Winter 2009

Editorial

The Beacon is the official newsletter of the Maritime Exchange for the Delaware River and Bay.

The Exchange encourages its readers to submit letters to the editor at any time in response to articles

that appear in The Beacon or to address other topics of interest to the port community.  Please direct

any correspondence or inquiries regarding

the contents of this newsletter to:

MARITIME EXCHANGE
for the Delaware River and Bay

240 Cherry Street, Philadelphia, PA  19106

tel:  215-925-2615  w fax:  215-925-3422

exchange@maritimedelriv.com  w www.maritimedelriv.com

John Reynolds, Chairman

Uwe Schulz, Vice Chairman

Dennis Rochford, President

Lisa B. Himber, Vice President

A. Robert Degen, Esq., Secretary/Solicitor

James F. Young, Esq., Assistant Secretary

Dorothy Mather Ix, Treasurer

MARITIME EXCHANGE
for the Delaware River and Bay

Leading the Way to

Port Progress

Effort to Eliminate CBP Paperwork is Gaining Momentum
Within the U.S. Customs and Bor-

der Protection (CBP) portfolio of proj-

ects, there is no shortage of missed

deadlines, budget overages, or other-

wise poorly-executed work plans to

lament.  Yet over the last several

months, the Exchange has engaged

with the Office of Field Operations/Ad-

missibility and Passenger Program on

a long-needed initiative which is gain-

ing increasing support:  elimination of

the paper crew manifest.

Congress passed the Customs

Modernization and Informed Compli-

ance Act back in 1993.  This Act paved

the way for a number of programs,

most notably the Automated Commer-

cial Environment (ACE) system, which

is designed to streamline data filing

and eliminate paper forms.  

While the initial ACE design prima-

rily focused on entry filing and related

processes, some work on the mani-

festing component has been com-

pleted.  The manifesting system, when

complete, will combine ocean, air, rail

and truck into a single element (the

multi-modal manifest, or MMM), and

expand beyond the cargo declaration

to include crew and conveyance infor-

mation as well.

Yet not all crew processing func-

tions are included in the MMM design.

There are a host of legacy Immigration

and Naturalization Service data filing

requirements that are not included in

ACE.  Some of these have been auto-

mated through the Advanced Passen-

ger Information System (APIS) and

the Coast Guard electronic Advance

Notice of Arrival/Departure (eNOA/D)

system, through which the Coast

Guard shares data with CBP.

Since June of 2005, when CBP im-

plemented the requirement that crew

manifest data be filed electronically,

the Exchange and others have been

working with the federal agencies to

eliminate the continued requirement to

file paper crew documentation, partic-

ularly the I-418 form, when virtually all

of the data elements on this form are

already being presented to CBP and

the U.S. Coast Guard via the eNOA/D.

Although we initially encountered

some reluctance on the part of our

government partners, the agencies

have more recently indicated a will-

ingness to make the necessary

changes.

We note that CBP’s reluctance did

not necessarily indicate that the idea

was not worthy; rather, as is so often

the case, good ideas get buried by

more immediate priorities, often set by

Congress.  And of course, funding

new projects is always a problem.  

Spearheading the project for CBP

is Program Manager Cheryl Peters,

who has proven to be a voice of rea-

son within the agency.  At a recent sit-

down with Ms. Peters, she outlined the

progress made over the last few

months and discussed the need to au-

tomate the process rather than the

forms.  We couldn’t agree with this ap-

proach more wholeheartedly.  This is

often a methodology that that is sorely

lacking in many automation initiatives,

and it was surely a significant impedi-

ment to the future expansion of CBP’s

legacy Automated Commercial Sys-

tem, which ACE seeks to correct.

In addition to automating the I-418

process so vessels will no longer need

to submit that form, there are other as-

pects of crew processing that are rife

with redundant data submissions and

last-minute and non-standard re-

quests for information by CBP:  admit-

ting crew into the country (via I-94 or

I-95 forms), requests for repatriation

(I-408), tracking shore leave (D1

forms) and repatriations (D2), and re-

quiring crew security plans.  

Compounding the monumental in-

efficiency is the fact that all those

forms must be collected by CBP at the

first port of arrival for all the U.S. port

calls for a particular voyage.  That

CBP in the subsequent ports does not

always send the forms to the arrival

port in a timely manner (or at all), that

CBP in the first port doesn’t always

know who the responsible parties are,

or that sometimes it’s six months or

more after the ship departs the U.S.

before CBP contacts the carrier or

agent looking for paper documentation

leads to inappropriate issuance of

fines and wasted time in mitigation.

Finally, stapling all that paperwork to-

gether, shipping those forms to and fil-

ing them in a warehouse in East

Podunk is a huge waste of time and

resources.

Clearly, these functions are just

screaming for automation.  CBP would

be remiss in neglecting to take advan-

tage of electronic tools to streamline

the requirements or working to auto-

mate the forms rather than the

process.

Anachronistic immigration laws

need reform to allow for elimination of

these forms.  We must coordinate ef-

forts to simplify workloads for both the

CBP officers and the trade community.

We applaud Ms. Peters’ initiative

and look forward to continuing to work

with her to phase out these redundant,

obsolete paper filing requirements.

Delaware River Deepening Project at (Yet Another) Crossroads
In October of 2009, two major events took place

that pushed this project towards a turning point where
the choices are controversial and the outcome uncer-
tain.

The first event was the October announcement by
Assistant Secretary of the Army Jo-Ellen Darcy that
the Corps of Engineers (COE) would proceed with
deepening the Delaware River main shipping channel
from 40 to 45 feet.  This decision was made following
the COE’s decision to withdraw its Subaqueous Permit
application on July 24 and the Delaware Department
of Natural Resources and Environmental Control’s de-
cision to simultaneously deny the permit.  The second
event was the decision by the Delaware attorney gen-
eral to file suit in U.S. District Court for Delaware to
seek a restraining order to prevent the initiation of
dredging in December, as is currently anticipated
under an existing base dredging contract.  New Jersey
Governor Jon Corzine has taken legal steps to block
the Corps as well. 

Taking these two actions into account, the stakes
have never been higher as to the outcome of this proj-
ect.

It must be stated again how critical this project is
to the viability, competitiveness and potential growth
of our tri-state regional port complex.  Our port con-
tributes over $4 billion to the economy, sustains over

75,000 direct, indirect and induced jobs, generates
over $1.4 billion in wages and salaries, and contributes
over $150 million in state and local taxes.  If this proj-
ect does not move forward, the Delaware River will
be the only major port complex on the east coast re-
stricted to a 40 foot shipping channel – every other
port from Halifax, Canada to Savannah, Georgia will
compete in the global marketplace with channel depths
from 42 to 50 feet.  

Those who suggest there is no economic need or
justification to deepen the shipping channel simply do
not understand or accept the competitive nature of
maritime commerce and the importance of the port to
our local economy and to their own standard of living.  

While the economic justification is crystal clear to
those of us who are knowledgeable about the maritime
industry, less obvious are the environmental aspects
that have been reviewed and studied over the past 20
years.  The reasons for this include the complex sci-
entific and engineering nature of the discussion and
the overwhelming number of misrepresentations, in-
accuracies and unsubstantiated generalities injected
into an otherwise serious discussion regarding the en-
vironmental soundness of this project.  For the past
two decades, the COE and other federal agencies,
through exhaustive testing, modeling and data gather-
ing efforts, have demonstrated time and again that

there is not one substantive or significant negative en-
vironmental impact associated with this deepening
project.  To counter these findings, those blinded by
their opposition to this project pepper the public de-
bate with unsubstantiated assertions of unearthing haz-
ardous materials and muck containing hidden toxins,
endangering oyster beds and other marine life, and
claims that the Corps has not complied with the full
range of environmental regulations. 

While there will always be points of discussion and
disagreement on the environmental studies and moni-
toring of this project, it must be noted that the men and
women who work for the COE and other federal agen-
cies involved with these studies also live in this region.
It strains logic to think they would purposely ignore
hard data regarding the presence of hazardous materi-
als and other toxins to advance any project at the risk
of endangering their own families and communities.

So though we acknowledge that reasonable minds
can disagree, we find ourselves once again at a critical
crossroads and hopeful that state policy makers will
work with each other and with the Corps of Engineers
to identify a compromise.  The common goal for all
should be to eliminate the need for costly and time-
consuming legal action, and to bring an end to the on-
going debate once and for all.
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Construction to Begin at Port of Paulsboro
On September 22 a ground break-

ing ceremony was held beginning

construction on the Port of Pauls-

boro, a deepwater port that will be

built on 190 acres along the Delaware

River.  The project will create thou-

sands of jobs and spur economic

growth in Gloucester County and in

the South Jersey region.

“Gloucester County has made a

major commitment toward making

sure this port gets built.  We see it as

the gateway to the future for jobs and

the economy not just Paulsboro but

for the region,” said Freeholder Di-

rector and Senate Majority Leader

Stephen M. Sweeney. “The Delaware

River is the highway to the global

economy and as this Port of Pauls-

boro is built and succeeds, it posi-

tions Gloucester County as a leader

in the global marketplace,” Sweeney

said.

Sweeney said that the Port of

Paulsboro is an unprecedented part-

nership built between Gloucester

County Improvement Authority, the

Borough of Paulsboro, the South Jer-

sey Port Corporation, and the State of

New Jersey.

Assemblyman and Paulsboro

Mayor John Burzichelli said that the

site of the Port of Paulsboro was

leased to the Borough through British

Petroleum. “We are reclaiming a

brownfield site to rejuvenate the

economy and bring ratables back to
the Borough of Paulsboro,” said
Burzichelli.

“This port is going to be a major
contribution to the economic renewal
of the Borough of Paulsboro,” Mayor
Burzichelli said. “While the Port of

Paulsboro is being built our people
will be working in good paying jobs
and our downtown will be busy pro-
viding goods and services to the men
and women who will be working
here. Jobs, ratables and reclaiming
land and industry are what this proj-
ect means to Paulsboro,” said
Burzichelli.

Freeholder Deputy Director
Robert M. Damminger, who is the
County’s liaison to the Department of
Public Works, stressed that the access
road the county is constructing from
I-295 will allow trucks and com-
merce to flow in and out of the Port

of Paulsboro without disrupting the
community.

Gloucester County Improvement
Authority (GCIA) is acting as the de-
veloper of Port of Paulsboro and is
overseeing the design and construc-
tion of the 190-acre marine terminal
with upwards to four berths. The
South Jersey Port Corporation, a state
agency that owns and operates the

Ports of Camden and Salem, has is-
sued $56 million in bonds to begin
the site preparation of the port, which
is anticipated to begin operations
within the next three years. “For
decades I had yearned to see the
South Jersey Port Corporation ex-
pand its job-creating operations by in-
cremental expansion from Camden
County into Gloucester County.  In
the leadership and job-creating-
passion of Governor Corzine, Sena-
tor Sweeney, Assemblyman John
Burzichelli, and the mayor of Pauls-
boro, we found leaders who shared
and worked hard for our joint vision
and economic development ambi-
tions for southern New Jersey,” said
Joseph A. Balzano, the Executive Di-
rector of the SJPC. 

“Where others saw two derelict
tank farms sitting on 150 plus areas
on the Paulsboro shores of the
Delaware River, these leaders saw
opportunity to create upper-mobile
jobs and energize the economy of
South Jersey.” Balzano said, “What
started as an informal alliance be-
tween the State of New Jersey and
Gloucester County has become a for-
mal and productive partnership be-
tween the South Jersey Port
Corporation and the Gloucester
County Improvement Authority to
spur the economy of the region and
create good-paying jobs for thou-
sands of people.”

New Jersey Governor John Corzine, Senate Majority Leader Stephen Sweeney, Assem-

blyman and Paulsboro Mayor John Burzichelli, South Jersey Port Corporation Executive

Director Joseph Balzano, and other dignitaries broke ground at the new Port of Pauls-

boro site in September.
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Upcoming Events
12/03/09 Annual Joint Dinner: Ports of Philadelphia Maritime Society,

Women's International Trade Association & World Trade

Association of Philadelphia

Ballroom at the Ben, Philadelphia

Contact Eileen Bartlomiejus: 215-922-6293  

12/09/09  Maritime Exchange Executive Committee Meeting 

12/11/09 Area Maritime Security Committee Meeting 

12/16/09 DRPA/PATCO Board Mtgs

Philadelphia Regional Port Authority Board Meeting 

01/12/10 Tri-State Maritime Safety Association Board Meeting 

01/13/10      Maritime Exchange Executive Committee Meeting 

Maritime Exchange Board Meeting 

01/19/10     Seamen's Center of Wilmington Board Meeting 

01/20/10     DRPA/PATCO Board Meetings

Philadelphia Regional Port Authority Board Meeting 

Women's International Trade Association Board Meeting 

01/26/10 Traffic Club of Philadelphia Annual Dinner

Hyatt Regency, Philadelphia

Visit www.tcphila.org 

02/04/09 Women's International Trade Association Networking Dinner

Contact: wita1979@hotmail.com

02/10/09 Maritime Exchange Executive Committee Meeting

02/12/09 Area Maritime Security Committee Meeting

02/17/09 DRPA/PATCO Board Meetings

Philadelphia Regional Port Authority Board Meeting

For a complete schedule and event details

visit the Exchange’s web site: www.maritimedelriv.com

Welcome Aboard

American Transport Systems

1830 Gallagher Drive, Suite 101A

Vineland, NJ  08360

856-696-5483

atsnj@americantransport.com

Atlantic Coast Marine Chemist

Jim Bruff, CMC # 671

P.O. Box 2070

Boothwyn, PA  19061

215-779-9809

chemist671@gmail.com

Jay Cashman, Inc.

549 South Street

Quincy, MA  02169

617-890-0600

Fax:  617-890-0606

www.jaycashman.com

CSAV Agency LLC

99 Wood Avenue South

9th Floor

Iselin, NJ  08830

800-804-9391

Fax:  732-635-2601

www.csavagency-na.com

David Miller & Associates, Inc.

410 Pine Street

Vienna, VA  22180

703-255-1300

Fax:  703-255-1381

Schulz Properties

190 Raymond Avenue

Marlton, NJ  08055

Notes & News

CBP Client Representative Anne Keller and her husband welcomed their newborn

son, Nikolas Anthony Keller, into the world on October 5.  Mom and baby are

doing well.  Congratulations to the Keller family.

Timothy M. Pulte, former president and partner of the commercial real estate firm,

GVA Smith Mack, has been appointed chief operating officer of the Delaware River

Port Authority (DRPA).  Mr. Pulte’s responsibilities include the daily operations of

the DRPA’s four bridges, the RiverLink Ferry System and the Philadelphia Cruise

Terminal.  Mr. Pulte fills a position formerly held by Elizabeth Murphy, who re-

signed in August 2007.

Donald Kurz of Keystone Shipping Co. was honored with the United Seamen’s

Service Admiral of the Ocean Sea Award (AOTOS) at a gala held in New York on

November 13.  A special AOTOS award was presented to the U.S. Coast Guard

at the same event and was accepted by Admiral Thad Allen on behalf of the Coast

Guard.  All proceeds from the AOTOS event benefit USS community services

abroad for the U.S. merchant marine and those of other free world countries.

The Overfalls Maritime Museum Foundation honored Frank “Thumper” Eicherly

IV, Captain H. Dale Parsons, Otis H. Smith, Capt. James J. White, and Arthur

“Skinny” Wilson to its “Class of 2009” Delaware Maritime Hall of Fame.  The Hall

honors those who have given uniquely and generously of skill, energy, heart, and

time in building Delaware’s maritime heritage.




