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September 22, 2008

SERVICE PORT PIPELINE #2008-012
Reminder to Report any evidence of stowaway Activities

U.S. Customs and Border Protection has worked diligently to create a layered enforcement approach to cargo and carrier security by implementing national targeting, the Container Security Initiative, and the Customs-Trade Partnership against Terrorism programs.  Despite efforts, on occasion, stowaways are discovered aboard inbound vessels at ports of entry.  It is essential that when this occurs, CBP be notified immediately, even if the stowaways are no longer present.  Any evidence of stowaway activity, including the presence of blankets, mattresses, food, water, etc. should be immediately reported to CBP.  Timely notification is crucial to conducting a thorough inquiry.  

In order to address the incidents of stowaways, Vessel Master, Agents, terminal Operators, and CES operators must immediately notify the local CBP office of any such incidents within the Consolidated Port of Entry for the Delaware River and Bay.  The Consolidated Port includes: Philadelphia, Wilmington, Chester, and South Jersey.  All such notifications are to be directed to the attention of the Philadelphia A-TCET Office at 215-717-5950 or 215-717-5951 during regular office hours, 06:00 AM to 10:00PM- Monday through Friday.  After 10:00 PM and on weekends and holidays, the Tactical Duty Supervisor can be contacted through CBP Sector Communications at 1-800-973-2876.  

If you have any questions regarding this issue, please contact SCBPO William Trudel at 215-717-5835. 
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