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New Federal Financial Report to Be Deployed October 2009

In the middle of October, the Office of Justice Programs (OJP) and the Office on Violence Against Women (OVW) will deploy the new Federal Financial Report (FFR) in the OJP Grants Management System (GMS).  The FFR was developed by the Office of Management and Budget as part of the implementation of the Federal Financial Assistance Management Improvement Act of 1999 (Public Law 106-107).  Beginning with the reporting period October 1, 2009, through December 31, 2009, all federal grant recipients will be required to use the FFR instead of the SF‑269 to submit the quarterly financial report.  

Grant recipients are still required to submit a single FFR each quarter (October–December; January–March; April–June; and July–September) for each award.  However, grant recipients need to be aware of the following change: 

· Reports will now be due not later than 30 days after the end of each quarter.  Final reports will still be due not later than 90 days after the project or grant period end date.

To view the form, please go to www.whitehouse.gov/omb/grants_forms/.  The form is also called the SF-425.  Please note, OJP and OVW grant recipients will not be required to submit information on Cash Transactions in Lines 10a-10c and Program Income expended in Line 10m.

Other than the new reporting deadline, the FFR and its data fields are very similar to the SF-269.  As with the SF-269, grant recipients are still required to designate a financial point of contact (FPOC) in GMS for all new awards.  This FPOC can be one of your current points of contact on your award, or a new FPOC can be designated for each award.  Before an FPOC is activated, the individual must register in GMS and they must receive authorization from the programmatic point of contact for the award.  Directions on designating an FPOC are included in the GMS Online Training Tool found at www.ojp.usdoj.gov/gmscbt/.

For a smooth transition, OJP and OVW urge grant recipients to submit any delinquent financial reports as soon as possible.  As soon as the new FFR is successfully deployed in GMS, OJP and OVW will send a notice with step-by-step instructions on how to use the new FFR form in GMS.  

If you have questions concerning use of the form or the financial information required for the form, please contact the OJP Office of the Chief Financial Officer, Financial Analysis and Accounting Division, Customer Service Branch by phone at 1-800-458-0786 (press 2) or by e-mail to Ask.OCFO@usdoj.gov.  For technical assistance in accessing or using the FFR module in GMS, contact the GMS Support Hotline at 1-888-549-9901 (press 3).  The GMS Support Hotline hours of operation are Monday through Friday from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. eastern time.

Sincerely, 

Beth McGarry

Deputy Assistant Attorney General for Operations and Management

