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September 19, 2011

The Honorable Barack Ohuma
Presidant

The White House

1400 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Washingten, 0.C. 20501

Dear Mr, President:

(ILA) Local 1291 eagerly joins a wide variety of supperters from lobor,
lly rastore federal funding to the Deluware River Hain Stem Channel
ly will the Part of Philude!phia be akle fo maintain ifs compelitive sdge
¢ and tens of thousands of jobs that will came with it.

The Infernutional Longshoremen’s Assaciation
business, and government to petition you directly to fu
Deepaning Project. By dredging the river to 45 feat, not on
and the jobs that go with it, but we will compede for new targ

an in the candroversy: the deepening project is vlready
the first section of the channel was deepened betweon
The project is no fonger just o draam; it 1§ ¢

Plense allow me to emphasize something that is often forgoth
underway. Thanks to funding from the Commonwealth of Pennsylvenia,
March ond September of 2010 We are poised to begin o secand saction this fall.
reality, But without federol funding, the work will stap.

oing recession. But, please ullow me fo point
o jobs we are desperately trying fo preserve
i who work ot the Port of Philadsiphio spend

M. Prasidant, 1 need not provide you fhe exeruciating details of the eng
out that Philadetphio’s unsmployment rate is higher than the natienal avernge. Th
and craote are fumily-sustaining jobs that pay o livehle woge. The men and wome
shelr dollars in the Delawore Valley, tus helping the region's economic vitelity.

The reality is, the deepening project should have been completed a long fime ago. It was authorized 19 yeurs 8go by

(ongress, und sinca 1998, $77.4 million was appropriated for the work, This is g clear indication of Cangrass' intantion to fund
the project. Howsver, only $22 miilian of that money has baen spant and $53 million reprogrammed for ather projectsl It was

our understanding thet these funds would be repuid once the project begon. That has not happened,

will bring 3 million tans of new cargo per year und crects
o1 reenetylzes an entire region, und no doubs would spor

thatis very important 16 your reglestion,

With your support, | &m told that deepening the chonna!
75,000 dirett and indirect jobs. This is the kind of economic stimulus th
yaod news ond goodwill throughout Pennsylvonin, o state, quite frunkly,

Mr. President, we cannot accomplish this witheut the support of your Administration. This project is environmentally
sound, economically justified, and fong overdue for completion. 1 urge you fo fully restors the money we were gromised.

Respactfully yours,

B B

Boise Butler, Il
Presidant

¢t Hon. Jasaph R. Biden Jr.
Wr. Jncob Low




